
METAtechED Spring Conference
March 14-15, 2017

Best Western Helena
Great Northern Hotel

Unlock the Future



Tuesday, March 15

11:00 - 12:00 PM Registration        Foyer

12:00 - 12:10 PM Welcome & Program Overview     Oriental
   
12:10 - 1:00 PM META Luncheon       Oriental
   Sponsored by ByteSpeed     
   ByteSpeed....custom built computers, quality, industry-leading  
   warranties, and free lifetime tech support.

 

1:00 - 2:00 PM  Breakout Session I
   Session A -  Appliansys / Cachebox - Bytespeed presents:   Western Star/Empire 
   The Heavyweight Championship of the World - Another Bandwidth  
   Upgrade v. CACHEBOX - Roger Clark      
   Session B - Juniper - Building Scalable, Secure Broadband   Iron Horse 
   Connections- Mark Smith        
   Session C -  Microsoft - Digitally Transform your District    Oriental Room 
   - Carl Sweetland    
      

2:00 - 2:15 PM  Break & Visit with Exhibitors     Western Star/Empire
   

2:15 - 3:10 PM  Breakout Session II
   Session A -RUCKUS - Network Design, VLAN, and Security  Western Star/Empire 
   Considerations - Dan Skrove      
   Session B - T.E.S.T. - Tomorrow’s Collaborative Classroom   Iron Horse 
   - Liz Cunningham        
   Session C - First Call Computer - Reality Slap: Can IT Really Oriental Room
   Do More for Less $$? - Conor Smith  

3:15 - 4:15 PM  Breakout Session III
   Session A - Save Time with Hidden Google Tips    Western Star/Empire 
   - Lindy Hockenbary
   Session B - Microsoft - Windows 10: What’s New and How  Iron Horse
   to Deploy - Carl Sweetland
   Session C - FBI - Cyber Security - Special Agent Shiloh Allen Oriental Room 
     
4:15 - 4:30 PM  Break & Visit with Exhibitors     Western Star/Empire
   

4:30 - 5:45 PM  META Membership/Business Meeting    Western Star/Empire
   
5:45 - 6:45 PM  META Dinner - FREE to all META Members   Oriental Room

METAtechED Spring Conference



Wednesday, March 16
7:00 - 7:45 AM Registration & Breakfast      Western Star/Empire
   Sponsored by Microsoft

7:45 - 8:00 AM Welcome & Program Overview     Western Star/Empire
   
8:00 - 9:00 AM Breakout Session I
   Session A - Sophos/Pinecove - Synchronized Security and   Western Star/Empire 
   Your District - Brandon Vancleeve         
   Session B - Kaspersky - The Basics of Protecting Your Schools  Iron Horse   
   -Harry Corcell      
   Session C - InTECHgrated Professional Development -   Oriental Room 
   Microsoft in Education Showcase - Lindy Hockenbary    

9:00 - 9:15 AM Break & Visit with Exhibitors     Western Star/Empire
   

9:15 - 10:15 AM Breakout Session II
   Session A - VMWare - Practical Path to NSX - Aaron Ramirez Western Star/Empire
   Session B - Microsoft - Modern Office Deployments: Office   Iron Horse 
   MSI vs. Office ProPlus  - Carl Sweetland    
   Session C - META Security SubCommittee - Preventative, Post  Oriental Room 
   Incident and Professional Development topics related to network  
   security - Panel Discussion   

10:15- 10:30 AM Break & Visit with Exhibitors     Western Star/Empire
   
 
10:30 - 11:30 AM Breakout Session III
   Session A - ITC/HP - Remote Graphics Software   Western Star/Empire
   Session B - Garth Flint - Computer Programming: Free Stuff  Iron Horse 
   is Everywhere 
   Session C - Aruba - Designing the K-12 Network of the Future  Oriental Room 
   with Aruba Networks - Paul DeWolfe      
    
11:30 - 12:30 PM Lunch         Western Star/Empire

 
12:30 - 1:30  PM Breakout Session IV
   Session A - Bytespeed - Enhancing Curriculum with Virtual  Western Star/Empire 
   Reality - Lindy Hockenbary     
   Session B - CoSN - Building the Capacity for Transformation Iron Horse 
   - Sheryl Abshire 
   Session C - Microsoft - Getting Started with Office 365   Oriental Room
   - Carl Sweetland 
 
1:30 - 1:45 PM  Break & Visit with Exhibitors     Western Star/Empire
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A Very Special Thank You to our  
PLATINUM Sponsor

METAtechED Spring Conference

ByteSpeed...custom-built computers, quality, 
industry-leading warranties, and free lifetime 

tech support!

ByteSpeed, LLC
3131 24th Ave. South
Moorhead, MN 56560
Anna Hanson
ahanson@bytespeed.com

 
1:45 - 2:45 PM  Breakout Session V
   Session A - NCCE - Advanced Topics in E-Rate - Eric Chambers Western Star/Empire
   Session B - SWMSS - Building Tech Capacity with PLCs   Iron Horse 
   - Todd Lark
   Session C - CoSN -  CETL Certification Panel - Panel Discussion Oriental Room

2:45 - 3:00 PM  Break & Visit with  Exhibitors     Western Star/Empire
   

3:00 - 4:00 PM  Closing Speaker       Western Star/Empire
   Sheryl Abshire - CTO, Calcasieu Parish Public Schools,  
   Lake Charles, Louisiana
   Protecting Privacy and Student Data in a Digital Age 
 
4:00 - 4:30 PM  Thanks, Goodbye and Travel Safely



METAtechED Spring Conference

Speaker Sponsors 



Closing Speaker -- Sheryl R. Abshire, Chief Technology Officer,  
Calcasieu Parish Public Schools

As Chief Technology Officer for the Calcasieu Parish Public 
Schools in Lake Charles, Louisiana, Dr. Abshire serves as catalyst 
to initiate the integration of technology nationally and internation-
ally providing leadership on national/state/district committees fo-
cusing on the role of technology and curriculum in changing prac-
tice. For 40+ years she has worked as a CTO, school principal, K-5 
teacher, library/media specialist, classroom teacher, and university 
professor. In 2010 the FCC appointed her to the USAC board rep-
resenting the nation’s schools/libraries on Erate matters. In 2013 
Sheryl won the NCTET Community Builder Award for exemplary 

service in facilitating the effective integration of technology into teaching/learning across 
the nation’s education system. Additionally, ISTE awarded Dr. Abshire their first Public 
Policy Advocate of the Year Award in 2009 for her decades of work promoting education-
al technology. Sheryl was the first teacher inducted into our country’s National Teachers’ 
Hall of Fame and serves on the board and is past chair of CoSN. Sheryl is Chair of the 
Louisiana CTO Council, the CoSN Policy Committee and Vice President for Advocacy 
and Programs for the Louisiana ISTE affiliate LACUE.

Thank You to Microsoft for  
being our SILVER Sponsor



WESTERN DIRECTOR 
Deanna Flemmer, Assistant Dir. of Tech.

Corvallis Schools 

NORTH CENTRAL CO-DIRECTOR
Talia McCurdy, Technology Coordinator

Denton Schools

NORTH CENTRAL CO-DIRECTOR
David Dobbins, Technology Coordinator

Cascade Schools

HI LINE CO-DIRECTOR
Kelly Veis, IT Director
Havre Public Schools

HI LINE CO-DIRECTOR
Travis Bauman, IT Director

Box Elder Schools

SOUTH EAST DIRECTOR
Branson Rogers, Technology Administrator

Ekalaka Schools

NORTH WEST DIRECTOR 
Glenn Wehe, Technology Coordinator

Evergreen Schools

NORTH EAST DIRECTOR 
Anita Freeman, Technology Consultant

Nashua Schools

4 RIVERS CO-DIRECTOR
Mindy Obert, Technology Coordinator

Sweet Grass Schools

4 RIVERS CO-DIRECTOR
Brad Somers, Tech. Services Supervisor

Bozeman Schools

SOUTH CENTRAL DIRECTOR
Mark Branger, Technology Director 

Huntley Project Schools 

CENTRAL DIRECTOR
John Jensen, Technology Support

Lewistown Schools

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Kirk Miller

School Administrators of Montana

METAtechED Spring Conference

2016-17 META Board of Directors
PRESIDENT

Richard Lawrence
Kalispell Public Schools

PRESIDENT ELECT
Brian Norwood

Lolo Schools

PAST PRESIDENT
Russ Hendrickson

Missoula County Public Schools



Thank You to All Exhibitors!

Access Consulting
Paul DeWolfe
paul@access-consulting.net
Access consulting provides Aruba/HPE LAN and WLAN 
solutions across Montana

Barracuda
Charles Kunkel
jpucci@barracuda.com
Integrates best-of-breed security components to provide 
real-time protection against advanced threats. Consis-
tently deliver total threat protection from zero day, ad-
vanced malware, automated threats, and other attacks.

Big Sky Code Academy
Devin Holmes
devin@bigskycodeacademy.org
We provide web development training and computer sci-
ence professional development programs for youth, K-12 
teachers and adults.

ByteSpeed, LLC
Anna Hanson
ahanson@bytespeed.com
ByteSpeed…custom-built computers, quality, indus-
try-leading warranties, and free lifetime tech support.

Extreme Networks
Jerry Yarborough
jyarborough@extremenetworks.com
Extreme Networks provides a combination of high per-
forming wired/wireless gear, from access to datacenter/
core working with a complete software portfolio

First Call Computer  
Solutions
Conor Smith
csmith@firstsolution.com
First Call: We make IT better for Montana Schools

High Point Networks
Mike Felton
mike.felton@highpointnetworks.com 
High Point Networks is a value-added reseller (VAR) 
providing best-in-class voice, infrastructure, security and 
data networking solutions

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
Erica Hamel
ehamel@leadered.com
Our mission is to challenge, inspire, and equip today’s 
educators to prepare our students for lifelong success

HP
Andy Falk
andy.falk@hp.com
HP creates new possibilities for technology to have a 
meaningful impact on people, schools, governments, 
businesses and society

Infinite Campus, Inc.
Stephanie Sondrol
stephanie.sondrol@infinitecampus.com
Infinite Campus is an SIS with integrated features like 
LMS, food service, messaging and more.

Information Technology  
Core
Justin Porter
justin@goitc.com
Networks, servers, endpoints, wireless, consulting, service 
& sales



J&H Inc.
Joe Flynn
jflynn@jhoe.com
Kronos Workforce Ready - Human Capital Management 

Juniper Networks
Mark Smith
smithm@juniper.net
Innovative and high performance networks to connect 
ideas and thrive in business

Kaspersky Lab
Harry Corcell
harry.corcell@kaspersky.com
Kaspersky Lab is a top tier protection company that has 
a great reputation in protecting schools from a variety 
of threats. Kaspersky is easy to manage, affordable, and 
effective

Lightspeed Systems 
Jacqueline Arnold
JArnold@lightspeedsystems.com
Since 1999, Lightspeed Systems has built smart solutions 
for school networks with web filtering, MDM and class-
room management tools.

Marq6 Broadband 
John Webber
johnwebber@allionusa.com
Providing Managed LTE Services for the Educational 
Community

Montana Phone
James Branson
jbranson@montanaphone.com
Phone Systems, Voice & Data Cabling, Fiber, Internet, 
Voice Lines 

NCCE
Eric Chambers
echambers@ncce.org
NCCE is a nonprofit organization dedicated to support-
ing technology in education. 

Net Diverse
Gary Nieboer
gary@netdiverse.com
Providing the best integrated IT solutions for education

OETC
Erryn Leavell
eleavell@oetc.org
OETC is a nonprofit that makes purchasing technolo-
gy simple, reliable and affordable to meet the needs of 
education.

Pine Cove Consulting
Brandon Vancleeve
bvancleeve@pinecc.com
Cyber-Security, Network Services

Ruckus 
Dan Skrove
dan.skrove@ruckuswireless.com
A pioneer in the wireless infrastructure market

Silverback Learning
Joy Rapp
jrapp@silverbacklearning.com
Our SaaS provides one platform for data RtI, Programs 
and Behavior. Meets Montana’s Data for Achievement 
goals

Thank You to All Exhibitors!



Thank You to All Exhibitors!

Staples Technology 
Solutions
Loren Hrabak
loren.hrabak@staples.com
Chromebooks, computers, servers, and everyday Tech

T.E.S.T. Inc.
Liz Cunningham
liz@testkids.com
Smart products & Audio enhancement

Trinity3 Technology
Chad Dehmlow
chad@trinity3.com
Your premium source for personal systems and services 
to the education marketplace. 

Univision Computers
Mark Stricklin
marks@univisioncomputers.com
We are a managed services provider. For the most part 
we do just about everything from cloud services to onsite 
visits, remote work, bench work

VALIC
Brian Olson
brian.olsen@valic.com 
Annuities, life Insurance

Vision Net
Doug Nichols
doug.nichols@vision.net
Vision Net has been a leader in Video Conferencing 
since 1995

VMWare
Aaron Ramirez
aaron@vmware.com
Provides cloud and virtualization software and services, 
and claims to be the first to successfully virtualize the 
x86 architecture commercially.



Notes:



Thank you for attending the 2017 METAtechED 
Spring Conference. A conference evaluation 

will be sent at the conclusion of the event.  
We look forward to seeing you again next year!

Safe Travels.


