
 

Jessica Cabeen’s Professional Bio:  

Jessica is the Principal of Alternative Educations Programs in Austin, Minnesota. Previously, 
she was the principal of Ellis Middle School in Austin, Minnesota, and the principal of the 
“Happiest Place in Southeastern Minnesota,” the Woodson Kindergarten Center. She has been 
an assistant middle school principal, a special education assistant director, and special 
education teacher.  

Jessica was named the 2021 ED Dive National Principal of the year, 2017 Minnesota National 
Distinguished Principal of the Year, and was awarded the NAESP/VINCI Digital Leader of Early 
Learning Award in 2016. She is a NAESP Middle Level Fellow and a Future Ready 
Principal. Jessica is the author of Hacking Early Learning and co-author of Balance Like a 
Pirate, Unconventional Leadership, and Lead with Grace: Leaning into the Soft Skills of 
Leadership.  

She is a sought-after speaker and trainer and enjoys getting to learn and lead with other 
educators across the nation. Jessica enjoys connecting and growing her Professional Learning 
Network (PLN) on the socials. She can be found on Instagram, Facebook, and Twitter 
@JessicaCabeen.  

But by far her favorite space is the one that involves being with her husband Rob, sons Kenny 
and Isaiah, and, of course, the family dog, Herman. 

Jessica can be found on Instagram, Facebook and Twitter @JessicaCabeen and on her 
website: jessicacabeen.com 
 

https://jessicacabeen.com/

