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Hi SAMLN19!

Highlights of Week 15 (April 15 — April 18)

Check out the SAMLN19 Legislative Update 15 4-12-19 and Podcast 15 4-12-19 to find out about the week’s
activity. The SAMLN19 Schedule Week 15 Apr 15-18 Revised 4-16-19 will give you a broad overview of the
work on bills followed in week 15.

As expected, the beginning of Week 15 was very busy with floor action in the House and Senate as the
legislature approached the April 16 deadline for Transmittal of Amendments to Appropriation Bills, Revenue
Bills, and Bills Proposing Referenda (one of the last deadlines of the session). The legislature has a planned
break for Easter, April 19-22. Week 16 will start with Day 83 on Tuesday April 23.

Extensive discussions took place around Early Childhood Education and Medicaid expansion over the weekend
and through this week. The following legislative updates were sent out: SAMLN19 Legislative Update 16 4-
15-19 and SAMLN19 Legislative Update 17 4-16-19 11:30 am addressing the status of preschool.

Action taken on Friday 4/12/19
House Floor — 3™ Reading of Bills
e HB 662 (Jones) Implement provisions of HB 2, Sec E — Education. CTE CTSO amendment. 1 SF.
Watch HB 2 Companion Bill — Passed (90-7)
e SB 8 (Regier) Generally revise laws related to participation in extracurricular activities — 6. Monitor -
Passed (58-39)
e SB 253 (Smith) Revise the tax lien and tax deed process for residential property — 6. Monitor — Passed
(89-8)

Senate Floor— 3™ Reading of Bills

e HB 4 (Bartel) Appropriations by Budget Amendment - 1 SF. Support preschool development grant and
striving readers funding — Passed (50-0)

e HB 413 (Anderson) Address vaping in schools - 6. Support. Amended to provide direction to schools —
Passed (32-18)

e HB 567 (Skees) Establish Montana school marshal program — 6. Monitor. School Marshall Program —
Passed (29-21)

e HB 657 (Bedey) Study community college funding formula and CTE funding — 1 SF. Monitor
(Amended to include a study of special education funding). — Passed (40-10)

e SB 12 (Salomon) Revise school funding related to gas and oil production taxes - 6. Support. Clean up
bill EDIC — Passed (49-1)

e SB 92 (. Salomon) Generally revise laws related to school safety - 1 SF. Support. Allows school levy for
safety — Passed (48-2)

Monday 4/15/19
Senate Floor— Bills Scheduled for 3 Reading
e HB 636 (Jones) Revise laws related to protested taxes — 6. Support. School district revenue from
protested taxes - Passed (50-0)
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Tuesday 4/16/19
Senate Floor— Bills Scheduled for 3™ Reading

e HB 640 (Morigeau) Generally revise laws related to childhood sexual abuse - 6. Monitor — Passed 50-0
e HB 658 (Buttrey) Generally revise healthcare laws and permanently expand Medicaid — Passed 28-2

House Floor— Bills Scheduled for 3" Reading
e SB 352 (Thomas) Generally revise laws related to the state budget - 1SF. Monitor. Possible vehicle for
end of session programs — funding — Passed 75-22
e SB 239 (Ellsworth) Provide for moratorium on property taxes for broadband fiber and cable - 6. Monitor
— Passed 67-30

Wednesday 4/17/19
Senate Floor
Bills Scheduled for 2" Reading
e SB 132 (Regier) Creating a student safety accountability act - 6. Monitor. Have suggested amendment to
include more than just public schools, but the amendment was not approved — Passed (50-0)

Bills Scheduled for 3" Reading

e HB 745 (QOlsen) Enact a student online personal information protection act — 6. Support. Student Info
Protection online — Passed (30-20)

House Floor
Bills Scheduled for 2" Reading
e HB 4 (Bartel) Appropriations by Budget Amendment - 1 SF. Support preschool development grant and

striving readers funding — Passed (84-16)

HB 5 (Keane) Long-Range Building Appropriations - Passed (65-35)

e HB 636 (Jones) Revise laws related to protested taxes — 6. Support. School district revenue from
protested taxes - Passed (92-8)

e HB 643(Knudsen) Extend state lands reimbursement block grant for schools — 1 SF. Support - Passed
(96-4)

e SB 139 (Lang) Revise retiree return to work provisions in teachers’ retirement system — 2 RR. Monitor -
Passed (64-36)

e HB 658 (Buttrey) Generally revise healthcare laws and permanently expand Medicaid

Bills Scheduled for 3™ Reading

e HB 413 (Anderson) Address vaping in schools - 6. Support. - Passed (84-13)

e HB 657 (Bedey) Study community college funding formula and CTE funding - 1 SF. Monitor. Amended
to include Sp Ed Funding study - Passed (84-13)

House Education Committee

e HJ 60 (Kelker) Interim study on early childhood care and education system — 6. Monitor. Executive
Action Passed (9-8)

Thursday 4/18/19
House Floor
Bills Scheduled for 2" Reading
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HB 658 (Buttrey) Generally revise healthcare laws and permanently expand Medicaid
HB 640 (Morigeau) Generally revise laws related to childhood sexual abuse - 6. Monitor —Passed (98-1)
HJ 56 (Usher) Request interim study on bullying — 6. Monitor — Passed (58-41)

Bills Scheduled for 3™ Reading

HB 4 (Bartel) Appropriations by Budget Amendment - 1 SF. Support preschool development grant and
striving readers funding — Passed (73-21)

HB 5 (Keane) Long-Range Building Appropriations - Passed (61-33)

HB 636 (Jones) Revise laws related to protested taxes — 6. Support. School district revenue from
protested taxes - Passed (89-7)

HB 643(Knudsen) Extend state lands reimbursement block grant for schools — 1 SF. Support - Passed
(90-6)

SB 139 (Lang) Revise retiree return to work provisions in teachers’ retirement system — 2 RR. Monitor -
Passed (59-37)

HJ 56 (Usher) Request interim study on bullying — 6. Monitor — Passed (51-45)

Senate Floor
Bills Scheduled for 2" Reading

SB 239 (Ellsworth) Provide for moratorium on property taxes for broadband fiber and cable - 6. Monitor
— Passed (38-12)

SB 139 (Lang) Revise retiree return to work provisions in teachers’ retirement system — 2 RR. Monitor —
Passed (43-7)

HB 652 (Hopkins) Revise the long range building bonding program — 4 FT. Monitor. $10.75 M school
projects potential. Passed (41-9)

Bills Scheduled for 3" Reading

SB 132 (Regier) Creating a student safety accountability act - 6. Monitor. Have suggested amendment to
include more than just public schools, but the amendment was not approved — Passed (50-0)

SB 239 (Ellsworth) Provide for moratorium on property taxes for broadband fiber and cable - 6. Monitor
— Passed (36-14)

SB 139 (Lang) Revise retiree return to work provisions in teachers’ retirement system — 2 RR. Monitor —
Passed (43-7)

HB 652 (Hopkins) Revise the long range building bonding program — 4 FT. Monitor. $10.75 M school
projects potential. Passed (40-10)

Friday 4/19/19 — Monday 4/22/19 — Leqislature on Easter break

Upcoming Week 16 (April 22 — April 27)

This week looks to be the final week of the 66™ legislative session. A small number of bills followed by SAM
are still in consideration in Conference Committees. The discussion of whether preschool will be considered
has many possible scenarios that may allow this to happen. We will remain vigilant during the week to ensure
that preschool bills (or amended language into bills still alive) has language that establishes public preschool
without the extending privatization with public funds or creating a new department of early childhood.
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SAM Followed Bills 4-18-19 are up to 137 with 267 bill drafts being monitored. SAM Followed Bills Priority
Status 4-17-19 has been updated to include only the status of the bills currently being followed by SAM in
which a position was taken.— Support Adequate and Equitable School Funding (27 bills), Support Recruitment
and Retention of Quality Educators (5 bills), Oppose Privatization with Public Funds (1 bill), Support Facility
and Technology Infrastructure (6 bills), Support School Based Mental Health Services (5 bills), and Other SAM
Followed Bills (48 bills).

Please checkout SAMLN19 Schedule Week 16 Apr 23-27 Revised 4-18-19 to see the schedule of bills and the
status of the SAM’s - support, opposition or monitoring - during the upcoming committee hearings. Only Free
Conference Committees are scheduled at this point for week 16.

Each of the links in this Update are on the SAMLN19 webpage. We have produced the SAMLN19 Leqgislative
Update Week 16 Podcast 4-18-19, giving you the opportunity to listen to what is happening for your
convenience. | hope this background is helpful to you as you share information with your colleagues in your
areal

Kirk

Please use the SAM website (www.sammt.org) as a resource for all things legislative under ‘Advocacy’, then 2019 L eqgislative
Session. All information for the SAMLN19 is posted on the SAMLN19 webpage — including this first SAMLN Update.

General Information

Click on the items in blue underline font as they are links that will go directly to the item.

For a copy of the bills, click on the bill number (e.g. HB 1) or go to LAWS.

All Bills being followed by SAM can be found on the SAM Bills 2019.

Contact a Legislator (not ready yet at the time of this writing) site is on the 2019 Legislature webpage. You can use the Online
Message Form.

You may also Watch or Listen to live and upcoming meeting and hearings. Just click on the meeting or hearing that is on the
schedule.

2019 SAM Legislative Session webpage.

SAMLN19 Rules of Conduct for Political Activity and Advocacy.

SAMLN19 Effective Advocacy PowerPoint.

SAMLN19 ‘How to Provide Testimony on a Bill’ Video.

SAMLN19 Community Forum.

Legislator Contact Info by School District
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https://leg.mt.gov/
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https://leg.mt.gov/web-messaging/
https://leg.mt.gov/audio-video/
https://saom.memberclicks.net/2019-legislative-session
https://saom.memberclicks.net/assets/Advocacy/2019_Legislative_Session/SAMLN19/SAMLN19%20Rules%20of%20Conduct%20for%20Political%20Activity%20and%20Advocacy.pdf
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https://saom.memberclicks.net/assets/Advocacy/2019_Legislative_Session/SAMLN19/LN_Training_Materials/How%20to%20Testify%20-%20SAM%20Presentation%20%282%29.pptx
https://saom.memberclicks.net/community-forum
https://saom.memberclicks.net/assets/Advocacy/2019_Legislative_Session/SAMLN19/2019%20Legislators%20by%20School%20District.pdf

