
SAM Legislative Tid Bits 4-18-19 

 
Highlights of Week 15 (April 15 – April 18) 

Check out the SAMLN19 Legislative Update 15 4-12-19 and  Podcast 15 4-12-19 to find out about the 
week’s activity.  The SAMLN19 Schedule Week 15 Apr 15-18 Revised 4-16-19 will give you a broad 
overview of the work on bills followed in week 15.  The following two Legislative Updates were also 
sent during the week:  SAMLN19 Legislative Update 16 4-15-19 and SAMLN19 Legislative Update 17 
4-16-19 11:30 am 

As expected, the beginning of Week 15 was very busy with floor action in the House and Senate as the 
legislature approached the April 16 deadline for Transmittal of Amendments to Appropriation Bills, 
Revenue Bills, and Bills Proposing Referenda (one of the last deadlines of the session).  The 
legislature has a planned break for Easter, April 19-22.  Week 16 will start with Day 83 on Tuesday 
April 23. 

Extensive discussions took place around Early Childhood Education and Medicaid expansion early in 
the week. The following legislative updates went out to the SAMLN19:  SAMLN19 Legislative Update 
16 4-15-19 and SAMLN19 Legislative Update 17 4-16-19 11:30 am 

Upcoming Week 16 (April 23-April 27)  

This week looks to be the final week of the 66th legislative session.  A small number of bills followed 
by SAM are still in consideration in Conference Committees.  The discussion of whether preschool 
will be considered has many possible scenarios that may allow this to happen.  We will remain 
vigilant during the week to ensure that preschool bills (or amended language into bills still alive) has 
language that establishes public preschool without the extending privatization with public funds or 
creating a new department of early childhood. 

SAM Followed Bills 4-18-19 are up to 137 with 267 bill drafts being monitored.  SAM Followed Bills 
Priority Status 4-17-19 has been updated to include only the status of the bills currently being 
followed by SAM in which a position was taken.– Support Adequate and Equitable School Funding 
(27 bills), Support Recruitment and Retention of Quality Educators (5 bills), Oppose Privatization 
with Public Funds (1 bill), Support Facility and Technology Infrastructure (6 bills), Support School 
Based Mental Health Services (5 bills), and Other SAM Followed Bills (48 bills).  Only Free 
Conference Committees are scheduled at this point for week 16. 

Each of the links in this Update is on the SAMLN19 webpage.  We have produced the SAMLN19 
Legislative Update Week 16 Podcast 4-18-19, giving you the opportunity to listen to what is 
happening for your convenience.  I hope this background is helpful to you as you share information 
with your colleagues in your area! 

Kirk 
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