
SAM Legislative Tid Bits 3-1-19 

 
We have reached legislative Day 45 – the last day to transmit general bills for the 66th Legislative 
session.  The schedule for Week 8 was changing continuously through Friday. Review SAMLN19 
Legislative Update 8 2-22-19 and Podcast Week 8 to find out about the week’s activity.  

  

Bills Followed by SAM Signed by Governor Bullock This Week:  SB 11 (Salomon) Clarify age 
requirements related to the definition of pupil to include 5-Year Olds and HB 159 (Grubbs) Generally 

revise education funding laws – both of these bills were supported by SAM.  HB 159 (Grubbs) was 

signed by Governor Bullock on Wednesday, March 27 and provides .91% (FY 20) and 1.83% (FY 21) 

inflation added to the components of the school funding formula (no special ed component).  On 
Thursday, March 28, OPI sent to school districts the Preliminary FY2020 Budget Data Sheets to 
assist our schools with beginning work on proposed budgets for the 2019-20 school year!   

  

LC3270 is now HB 638 (Bedey) - Increasing K-12 special ed allowable cost payment – was assigned 
to the House Appropriations Committee.  A hearing is yet to be scheduled but we will continue to 

follow this key special education bill.  You will note that the bill provides one-time-only funding for 
the Special Ed Allowable Costs with inflation applied for FY 20 and FY 21 and then places this new 
amount as the base for beginning funding for the next biennium.  The bill does not address the 

requested $2 million to adjust the distribution formula and impacting Special Ed Coops positively for 
the future.  We will continue to work to have HB 638 amended to include the Special Ed Coop 
adjustment. 

  

On Friday, March 1, MT-PEC prepared an Early Childhood Consensus Memo in an attempt to revive 

discussions addressing the critical issue of early childhood education.  This memo along with a bill 
draft (Consensus Bill for Early Childhood Education) has been shared with Governor Bullock and the 
following key legislators:  Rep. Eric Moore, Rep. Casey Schreiner, Rep. Llew Jones.  The bill, if 

adopted, would provide a public/private preschool option utilizing Head Start programming, and 
emphasizes enrollment of 4 year olds in a public preschool program under exceptional circumstances 
(funded through ANB) with assurances of quality for children throughout Montana.  This Consensus 
Memo recommendation is aligned with SAM’s Resolution #04/14/16-02 Pre-School Programs so we 

are advocating for this bill draft.  Please review these documents and discuss this issue with your 
legislators. 

  

Extensive detail is provided in the SAMLN19 Legislative Update 8 2-22-19 and Podcast Week 8.  

   

Upcoming Week 9 (Mar 4-9) 

SAM Followed Bills 3-1-19are up to 116 with 257bill drafts being monitored.  SAM Followed Bills 

Priority Status 3-1-19describes the status of bills under the SAM advocacy priorities – Support 
Adequate and Equitable School Funding (19 bills), Support Recruitment and Retention of Quality 
Educators (5 bills), Oppose Privatization with Public Funds (0 bills), Support Facility and 
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Technology Infrastructure (4 bills), Support School Based Mental Health Services (5 bills), and a new 
category of Other SAM Followed Bills (28 bills).  

  

At the Transmittal Break, SAM has provided testimony 54 times in Committee Hearings on 39 
different Bills.  See the 2019 Legislative Session – SAM Testimony Log. 

  

Please checkout SAMLN19 Schedule Week 9 Mar 4-9 Revised 3-1-19 to see the schedule of bills and 

the status of the SAM’s - support, opposition or monitoring - during the upcoming committee 
hearings.  You can review details provided in the SAMLN19 Legislative Update 9 3-1-19 and Podcast 
Week 9. 

  

Legislators will not meet Monday, March 4 through Wednesday, March 6 as both the House and 
Senate have adjourned for the transmittal break.  The session will reconvene on Thursday, March 7th. 

The tools to follow everything during the legislative session are ready for all SAM members to view 
and use by clicking on the 2019 Legislative Session under the 'Advocacy' tab on the SAM website 
(www.sammt.org). 
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