SAM Legislative Tid Bits 2-15-19

Week 6 (Feb 11-16) details are highlighted in the SAMLN19 Legislative Update 6 2-8-
19 and Podcast Week 6. Week 7 (Feb 18-23) will be a busy week of legislative activities.
Please review SAMLN19 Legislative Update 7 2-15-19 and Podcast Week 7.

Week 6 of the 2019 legislative session was one of great discussions on bills important to
education and also of testimony supporting these bills. Monday (2-11-19) was a great day of
advocacy with many school leaders at the capitol in Helena visiting with their legislators
during the MT-PEC Public Education Day on the Hill. Legislators also provided tips to
follow that will help them when school leaders contact them. You can review these tips in
the SAMLN19 Legislative Update 7 2-15-19. On Thursday, HB 159 for K-12 school funding
passed the second reading (49-1) in the Senate. Hopefully we will see HB 159 pass on the
third reading in the Senate today (2/15/19). The legislative schedule and status of bills
continue to change quickly. We will continue to keep you informed of these changes.

Upcoming Week 7 (Feb 18 - Feb 23)

SAM Followed Bills 2-15-19 are up to 99 with 253 bill drafts being monitored. SAM
Followed Bills Priority Status 2-15-19 describes the status of bills under the SAM advocacy
priorities — Support Adequate and Equitable School Funding (18 bills), Support
Recruitment and Retention of Quality Educators (4 bills), Oppose Privatization with Public
Funds (o bills), Support Facility and Technology Infrastructure (3 bills), and Support School
Based Mental Health Services (2 bills).

This week we will be providing testimony for HB 413, HB 420, and HB 247 and monitoring
several other bills. Please checkout SAMLN19 Schedule Week 7 Feb 18-23 Revised 2-15-19
to see the schedule of bills and the status of the SAM’s - support, opposition or monitoring -
during the upcoming week.

The tools to follow everything during the legislative session are ready for all SAM members
to view and use by clicking on 2019 Legislative Session under the 'Advocacy' tab on the SAM

website (www.sammt.org).
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