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META...Continuing on a Path of Success 

by Brian Norwood, META President

Greetings SAM Members,

I am honored to serve as META’s President and excited for our future as an organization. 

META has grown over the past few years to become Montana’s primary source for educational technologists
to share knowledge for the common good of all students, staff, and local communities.  Our members
encompass a deep understanding of educational technology and what it takes to be successful in this
diverse environment. 

We have numerous success stories to celebrate including the SBAC Testing Project, Cyber Security
Committee on the Montana Information Security Project, ERATE Consulting and outreach partnership with
NCCE, ADA Website Compliance project, our continuing support of Educational Technology through
Advocacy, and our partnership with CoSN and a new Montana State Chapter.

In addition to our successful projects, we also have added the META Empowered Superintendent of the Year
award with our META Technologist of the Year award.  These awards show our commitment to promoting
educational technology by celebrating the success of our peers.  In the months to come our META
Empowered Superintendent of the Year will be Montana’s nominee to the National CoSN Empowered
Superintendent’s award.  We wish Mr. Jim Howard, Bonner School District Superintendent and META’s 2018
Empowered Superintendent award recipient the best of luck and thank you for representing our Montana
values at the national level.

Our future holds many challenges like the cyber-attacks we have seen this past year and continued budget
constraints we all face in today’s economy.  I am confident in our commitment and spirit that drives us all to
be part of the solution to overcome these challenges and strive to be better stewards of this precious
commodity we help to shape and in turn shapes our future, the students.  I am excited and believe we will
continue to grow and encourage all our members to share our vision and values in support of our mission. 

Thank you for allowing me the honor to serve you all as the META President.   

Sincerely,

Brian Norwood
META President
Director of Technology and Facilities
Lolo School District
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October 17-19:  MCEL
2018 in
Missoula - Register

January 27-29:  Montana
Principals Conference -
Helena

November 4-6:  Mountain
States Leadership
Conference - Deadwood,
SD - Register

February 14-16:  AASA
National Conference on
Education - Los Angeles

** View the full SAM
Calendar**  
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Advocacy...the SAM Way!

by Kirk Miller, SAM Executive Director

I trust that the 2018-19 school
year is off to a great start in
our schools all across the
state.  Visiting with many
administrators, I believe our
great system of public schools
in Montana have developed
strong relationships with the

community, parents and children they serve and
launched the school year with excellent
opportunities for student learning and
development.  Thanks to all of our
administrators, for all that you do to lead and
manage this great environment for learning!

With the 66th Legislative Session fast
approaching (January 2019), our SAM Strategic
Plan advocacy goal moves into
focus.  Advocacy – our members working
together collectively to advocate for the
education of our children – including human
resources, time resources, and fiscal resources –
all necessary to continue improving the fine
public school system we have worked so hard to
establish in our state.  SAM Delegate
Assembly 2018 in June established SAM’s
advocacy priorities for the upcoming 2019
legislative session and the constant federal
issues that impact the education of our children.

The results of the great work of 41 delegates,
assembled for SAM Delegate Assembly 2018
(SAM DA 18) on June 14-15, have been
compiled, organized and prepared for review of
the SAM membership.  First, I want to thank
the Delegates who participated in the very
engaging and important discussions that
happened at SAM DA 18.  Your work in advocacy
is so important to help create priorities for the
upcoming legislative session.  Complete
information about the SAM DA 18 can be found
on the SAM Delegate Assembly webpage.  SAM
DA 2018 Business Meeting Recommendations
10-19-18 is the document outlining SAM
Advocacy Priorities by Action Designation,
Summary of SAM DA Actions, DRAFT DA
Minutes, Positions, and Resolutions adopted by
the SAM DA 18.  The recommendations created
will be considered by the entire SAM
membership at the annual SAM Business
Meeting on October 19 at MCEL in Missoula at
the Hilton Garden Inn, Grant Creek B Salon from
8:30 to 10:30 AM.  We hope you will attend this
meeting and take action on SAM's advocacy
priorities, positions, and resolutions!

The SAM Legislative Network 2019 (SAMLN19)
will be formed during October and November. 
Click HERE to see the description and
responsibilities of the SAMLN19.  You will read
that the SAMLN19 is seeking regional
representatives from each of the 6 SAM affiliates
-- MASS, MAEMSP, MASSP, MACSS, MCASE
and META, and is intended to be comprehensive
in representing the issues of each affiliate in
each region of the state -- thus giving SAM great
communication abilities from broad
representation across the state.

The process to seek members of the SAMLN19
begins with our SAM Affiliate Presidents, DA
Steering Committee, and Regional
Presidents/Directors taking responsibility to seek

October is National Principals
Month!

 by Pat Audet, SAM Associate Director

The SAM office wants ALL school principals
to know that they are highly appreciated for
the great leadership and strong efforts
they provide in the education of all students! 
A BIG THANK YOU goes out to all
Montana Principals!  

This wonderful, annual event is sponsored by
the National Association of Elementary School
Principals (NAESP) and the National
Association of Secondary School Principals
(NASSP). You can check out the various
activities that will be going on throughout the
month by clicking National Principals Month. 
Please look for Twitter and Facebook posts
that give supportive messages honoring the
work that all of you do within your schools! 
The Twitter hashtag is #ThankAPrincipal.

You can join in on one of the first events to be
held on Tuesday, October 2 which will be a
free webinar Leading in Tough Times.  This
webinar will be held from 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm
MST on Tuesday. You can read more about
and register for the webinar by clicking
Leading In Tough Times.  

Are Your Registered for

SAM LPLP 2018-19?

Click HERE to Register and for more
information! 

Did You Know... 

...you can connect with other SAM
members through affiliate region
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at least one SAMLN19 member from each
Affiliate Region.  So you can expect an email
later this month from your affiliate leadership
requesting that you join the group to assist
in advocating for SAM priorities during the
2019 Legislative Session.

This is advocacy done the SAM way and has
been very effective during the last three
legislative sessions, so we hope you will join in
this important work when your affiliate leaders
request this of you.

Best,

 

You are Invited:  SAM Annual
Business Meeting at MCEL!

The results of the great work of
the SAM Delegate Assembly 2018 (SAM DA 18) are
compiled in the SAM DA 2018 Business Meeting
Recommendations 10-19-18.  This document
outlines the SAM Advocacy Priorities by Action
Designation and the Position Statements and
Resolutions adopted by the SAM DA 18.  The
recommendations created will be considered by the
entire SAM membership at the
annual SAM Business Meeting at MCEL in
Missoula on October 19 from 8:30 - 10:30 a.m. at
the Hilton Garden Inn, Grant Creek B room.  The
SAM Annual Business Meeting is open to ALL SAM
members.  We hope you will attend this meeting
and take action on SAM's advocacy priorities,
positions, and resolutions!

 

MCEL 2019

Wednesday, October 17:

Pre-Conference Virtual Track (noon - 5:00)

Thursday, October 18:

Keynote Speaker - John Couch (9:00 - 10:00
AM)
Awards Ceremony (9:00 - 10:00 AM)
Clinic Sessions throughout the day!

Friday, October 19:

SAM Annual Business Meeting (8:30 -
10:30 AM) All SAM Members are
encouraged to attend!
Clinic Sessions throughout the day!

Click HERE to register!

meetings?  Five of the six SAM affiliates are
divided into regions and many regions hold
meetings throughout the year.  Region
President/Director contact information,
meeting times, and meeting agendas can be
found for each affiliate on their region web
page.  Click on the following links for
information about your affiliate region:

MASS Regional Information

MASSP Regional Information

MAEMSP Regional Information

META Regional Information

MCASE Regional Information

Student Data Privacy, Trusted
Learning Environment (TLE) Seal

The Consortium for School Networking
(CoSN) and its state affiliate chapter,
Montana Educational Technologists
Association (META), are honored to support
the work of current and aspiring
superintendents and district leadership teams
in leading all aspects of digital learning
transformations.  This month we focus
on student data privacy. 

As school leaders continue to grow in their
knowledge and expertise in using data to
drive instruction and other multiple facets of
school operations, the issue of leading and
managing student data privacy can
sometimes seem confusing and even
overwhelming.  CoSN is pleased to share five
critical guidelines for ensuring data privacy in
your district's or school's use of technology. 
CoSN's overview of student data privacy
procedures can be accessed by
clicking HERE.

To assist school leaders in assuring all
stakeholders that their district has built a
system and culture of trust and transparency
with regard to student data, CoSN developed
a comprehensive process for school districts
to earn the Trusted Learning Environment
(TLE) Seal.  Montana school technology
leaders have proven to be trailblazers in this
work across the state through the formation
of the SAM Leaders Professional Learning
Program Trusted Learning Environment
Collegial Learning Network (SAM LPLP TLE
CLN).  The TLE CLN, which is the first such
cohort in the United States, allows districts to
work together to update and strengthen their
data privacy practices.  Last spring, Bozeman
Public Schools became one of 16 school
districts in the country to earn the TLE Seal. 
Through the work of the SAM LPLP TLE CLN,
seven other Montana school districts are on
the path to earning TLE Seals.  Learn more
about how and why the TLE Seal can support
your data privacy work by clicking HERE.

CoSN has partnered with edWeb to provide a
monthly webinar series on topics essential for
leading digital transformations.  School
superintendents serve as panelists on each
webinar and share their stories and
expertise.  Each webinar is recorded for later
viewing by those who are not able to join the
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 Mountain States Leadership
Conference

Over the past five years, Montana has joined the
cooperative effort of Wyoming, South Dakota, and
North Dakota in bringing national
quality leadership training to
the Mountain States region.  The Mountain States
Leadership Conference brings high-quality training
to South Dakota. NASSP and NAESP have been
great partners and have contributed both financially
and with personnel to help with this conference.

The dates for the conference are November 4-6
at The Lodge in Deadwood, SD.  Click HERE to
register and for more information.

live broadcast.  The focus of the Oct. 8
webinar (scheduled for 5:00 pm ET) is on
student data privacy.  learn more and register
for this free webinar HERE. 

If your school or district would like more
information about joining CoSN or getting
more involved with CoSN and/or META,
please contact Brian Calvary, CAE, CoSN
Director of Membership and Chapters, at       
  bcalvary@cosn.org.  

Thank you to SAM's Business Partners!  

Please take time to visit their websites.

Montana Big Sky Sponsors

Health Insurance
P O Box 4579 - Helena, MT 59601
dbarrett@ms-sf.org
Phone: 406-457-4400

Technology Innovation
1309 NW Bypass - Great Falls, MT 59404  
bruce.wallace@vision.net    
Phone: 406-727-5994   

 

Professional Learning Organization 
1031 N. Academic Way, Ste. 242  
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 83814
hrogers@ncce.org
Phone: 208-292-2529  

Rigorous Learning For All Students
1587 Route 146 - Rexford, NY 12148
STraub@leadered.com
Phone: 518-399-2776   
    

Total Education Solutions in Technology (T.E.S.T)   
 PO Box 2900
Missoula, MT 59805
liz@testkids.com
Phone:  888-401-6950

 

Montana Glacier Sponsors

Infinite Campus is the
largest American-owned
student information
system
4321 109th Avenue NE
Blaine, MN 55449
stephanie.sondrol@infinite
campus.com
763-458-1752

Unique approach to teaching K-6 math
using hands-on, interactive games
37 E 28th Street Suite 600
New York, NY 10016
719-510-9503
john@slatescience.com
     

 
Mileposts™ cloud-based
achievement & data management
408 E. Parkcenter Blvd., Ste.300
Boise, ID 83706
rapp@silverbacklearning.com 
208-481-2300
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Annuities, life insurance   
 
430 Ryman St., #102
Missoula, MT 59892 
Brian.Olsen@valic.com
406-329-5500        

Empowering Teachers To
Drive Their Own Professional Learning
84 Sherman Street
Cambridge, MA 02140
 jeff.liberty@betterlesson.com

 School property & liability insurance
1200 North Montana Ave.
Helena. MT. 59601
dpillatzke@paynewest.com
406-457-4531

 
Montana Mountain Sponsors

Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy 
Solutions
34 West 6th Avenue, Suite 2B 
Helena, MT 59601
bsolan@ameresco.com
406-461-7432

Lowest total operational cost 
clean buildings  2525 Overland 
Avenue
Billings, MT 59102 
brucoeducation@gmail.com
800-652-1020 

School portraits, yearbooks & 
sports portraits
2110 Overland Ave., #115A 
Billings, MT 59102 
jvagner@lifetouch.com
800-862-7183

 
Education Employee Financial Products & 
Services 
621 W. Mallon, Suite #301
Spokane, WA 99201 
Geoff.Hinton@americanfidelity.com 
509-279-2540, Ext 353 
                                                                                           

Safe, Easily Managed School 
Networks
106 East Sixth Street, Suite 500
Austin TX 48701 
JArnold@lightspeedsystems.com 
 512-904-0544   

 
Auto, homeowners, life insurance 
and financial services 
617 W Stolley Park Road
Grand Island, NE 68801
keith.jorgensen@horacemann.com 
866-517-6870

Education’s Premiere Recruitment Service PO
Box 2519
Columbia, MD 21045 gbswitzer@frontlineed.com
877-812-4071 x94

                                                     

College Assistance, Job Skill
Training   
1956 MT Majo Street  
Fort Harrison, MT 59636
todd.j.carver.mil@mail.mil

A leading provider of
comprehensive Custodial, Grounds
& Facility Operations and
Maintenance services  
4702 Western Ave. Suite 101
Knoxville, TN 37921
gcaeducation@gcaservices.com

Connecting Schools, Parents, and Communities
through Cloud-Based Communication Tools
218 N. 3rd Ave 
Durant, OK 74701
sales@gabbart.com
580-931-6894

School Workers’ Compensation & Liability
Coverage
PO Box 7029 - Helena, MT 59601
sbubb@mtsba.org
Phone: 406-457-4418
 

 

Montana Meadow Sponsors

College Readiness and Success
5889 Greenwood Plaza Blvd. Suite 210 
Greenwood Village, CO 80111   
mcole@avid.org     

 
School Accounting Software
145 Southlake Crest, Suite 1
Polson, MT. 59860
sales@blackmountainsoftware.com
Phone: 800-353-8829



Technology Services Partner
16 6th Street North, Ste 42
jeffp@schoolhouseit.com
406-235-7020  

Technology planning, project  & solution
services
2135 Charlotte Street
Bozeman MT 59718
bbassett @pinecc.com
406-294-5478

Montana Med Express
ronna@montanamedexpress.com 
Phone: 800-955-2880
 

 

900 N. Montana Ave. Suite A-4| Helena, MT. 59601| Phone (406)442-2510 | Fax (406)442-2518 

www.sammt.org

 

2018-19 Bulletins

September 2018 Bulletin

July/August 2018 Bulletin

 

Bulletins from Previous Years

© School Administrators of Montana

900 N. Montana Ave., Suite A-4 Helena, MT 59601

Phone:  (406)442-2510   Fax: (406)442-2518   

 

Having technical issues?  Click HERE for help!
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